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Duckbill

Celebrate with Books

The Puffin Book of  
Holiday Stories  
Sohini Mitra  
Cuddle up with 14 fantastic 
stories of adventure, humour, 
friendship and much more. 

Relive the fondest of holiday experiences 
as you savour in deliciously exciting tales 
by India’s most loved authors.

Ogd 
Sayoni Basu  
Ogd is a true mind-bender 
of a book. It is a nonsense 
novel, so it makes no sense—
but it is a delight to read and 

it makes one see all kinds of tantalizing 
obscure connections in the all-too-prosaic 
world we inhabit.

How We Know What  
We Know  
Shalini Agrawal  
Full of amusing anecdotes and 
exciting discoveries, this book 
captures the adventurous 
spirit of scientists as they sit in labs,  
lay in bathtubs, sail across oceans and  
lurk in dark caves. From the big bang  
to self-driving cars—it only gets curiouser 
and curiouser!

The Ramayana for Children  
Arpita Nath 
Beautifully told, this 
version of the epic 
is perfect for kids to 
get started on Indian 

mythology. A great way to transport 
readers to an enchanted realm!

Kitten Trouble 
Aditi Batra 
Heart-warming and hilarious, 
this chapter book will keep 
young readers hooked as 
an orange-white furball 
meows and purrs its way to Sani’s heart. 
Delightfully illustrated and ideal for 
children who may be terrified of animals.

Friends Behind Walls 
Simran Kaur  
If you’re stuck indoors, join 
Putti on his vacation to 
Deolali and find out why he 
can’t be friends with Inu—his 
neighbour. A little bit of mystery and a lot 
of fun, Friends Behind Walls will surely be 
your favourite holiday read! 

We at PRHI believe no festival or holiday is complete without books! This holiday season, 
look no further for a perfect book to accompany you. Whether it’s fiction, short stories, 

mythology, chapter books or non-fiction, here are some recommendations  
from our editors for every reader:



p u f f i n

Early Learning and Activity Books



Ages 0–3

My First Words: 
15 mini board books in a box
The perfect first library to introduce children to books at a  
very early age!
The mini board books box set encourages interactive learning 
of basic concepts and developmental skills by stacking, sorting, 
counting, matching and identifying colours.
The box set comprises 15 mini books with sturdy board pages and 
rounded corners that are perfect for tiny hands. With adorable 
illustrations and a modern design, this box set covers first words, 
animals, numbers, shapes, colours and more.  
Packaged in a box with individual interior cells and a magnetic 
closure to keep the books—and playroom—in order, this collection 
is tailor-made for curious babies to explore the world!

Puff in

180 × 260 mm/Board Book

₹999

9780143453888

10 per book/full colour

Board Books
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i m p r i n t

f o r m a t

p r i c e

i s b n

p a g e  e x t e n t

t e r r i t o r y

g e n r e

p
u

f
f

in
 / O

cto
b

er 

3

Young Readers and Middle Grade



Ages 6+ Ages 8+

p
u

f
f

in
 / O

cto
b

er 

p
u

f
f

in
 / O

cto
b

er 

Ruskin Bond has written over 500 short 
stories, essays and novellas and more than 
forty books for children.

The Tunnel
Ruskin Bond 
The steam engine shot out of the tunnel, snorting and puffing 
like a green, black and gold dragon—a beautiful monster out 
of Ranji’s dreams . . .
Fascinated by the midday train, Ranji would find himself  
waiting by the tunnel to catch a glimpse of the engine come 
roaring out of it. But the tunnel has more surprises for him. 
From a jungle full of lush green trees comes a timeless tale  
of unexpected friendship, curiosity, duty and wildlife.

Peppered with delightful illustrations, Ruskin Bond brings 
to his readers another heart-warming story packaged as a 
charming chapter book—a perfect introduction for beginners  
to the world of India’s favourite writer!

Puff in

B/PB

₹199

9780143428800

48/full colour

Chapter Book
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C.G. Salamander is a writer and comic journalist who loves cows, manga and Terry Pratchett.

Rajiv Eipe lives in Bangalore and works on animation and illustration projects. 

Maithili and the Minotaur  
Web of Woe 
C.G. Salamander and Rajiv Eipe 
The first in an outlandish graphic novel series for fans of Hilda 
An outcast in the world of humans, Maithili lives in the outskirts of a magical 
wilderness. But as she makes new friends in the realm of monsters, she must 
learn to be careful. Because some monsters are just like humans: mean, nasty 
and out for blood.

Join Maithili and the Minotaur on their very first adventure in an outlandish world 
where nothing is as it seems.

‘Salamander and Eipe at the height of their powers . . . Quirky, heart-warming, delightful!’ 
Samit Basu, bestselling author and film director 

Puff in

204 x 280 mm/PB

₹299

9780143455189

64/full colour 
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Ages 8+

Sudha Murty is a popular author, 
philanthropist and the chairperson of the 
Infosys Foundation.

The Sage with Two Horns
Sudha Murty 
The age-old wisdom of the epics retold
Have you heard of the king who sacrificed his own flesh to keep his word to a 
pigeon? Or about the throne that gives anyone who sits on it the unique ability to 
dispense justice! And how about the sculptor who managed to make magnificent 
statues with no hands at all? 

From quarrels among gods and the follies of great sages to the benevolence 
of kings and the virtues of ordinary mortals, Sudha Murty spins fresh accounts 
of lesser-known stories in Indian mythology. Accompanied by fantastical 
illustrations and narrated in an unassuming fashion, The Sage with Two Horns  
is sure to delight fans of the beloved storyteller.

7
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Rohan Chakravarty is a cartoonist, illustrator and the creator of Green Humour.

UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute 
of Education for Peace and 
Sustainable Development (MGIEP) 
focuses on achieving the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 4.7 towards education for 
building peaceful and sustainable societies 
across the world.

Naturalist Ruddy
Adventurer. Sleuth. Mongoose. 
Rohan Chakravarty 
Are you ‘Ruddy’ for adventure?
In the forests of central India, where teak meets sal and plateaus meet hills, 
natural history meets detective fiction in an inquisitive Ruddy Mongoose’s 
investigations. Join Naturalist Ruddy as he unearths some of nature’s most 
fascinating mysteries in this one-of-a-kind comic book set across India’s 
various natural habitats.

‘The greatest whodunnits are found in nature. The greenest mysteries are 
cracked by Naturalist Ruddy. Whether you belong to a colony of mongeese 
mongooses or humans, Ruddy has the best tail tale to tell’ 
Bijal Vachharajani, award-winning author and climate worrier

#KindnessMatters
Inspiring stories of empathy, compassion  
and kindness  
UNESCO MGIEP 
50 transformative acts of kindness.
For the self. For others. For nature.
Aimed at mobilizing the world’s youth to create a positive culture of kindness, 
the UNESCO Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable 
Development (MGIEP) launched the #KindnessMatters global campaign to gather 
proof that kindness could drive scalable, positive and sustainable change.
In the process, they were met with narratives so deeply moving, it confirmed  
what they knew all along—that kindness wasn’t defined by lofty tales; it had 
always existed all around us, what we needed was to celebrate it in every  
moment of life because #KindnessMatters every day.
Inspiring and thought-provoking, #KindnessMatters documents stories and poems 
of kindness from across the world, featuring voices and journeys of people who 
have dedicated their lives to making the world a kinder place. This book proves 
that small actions often have the biggest impact.

Penguin Penguin

7 x 9 in/PB B/PB

₹350 ₹250

9780143455172 9780143447115

112/full colour 224/b&w illustrations 
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Abhinav is a Mumbai-based software developer working for a financial services firm.  
The Sage’s Secret is the first instalment in the Kalki Chronicles, and the second book  
in the series is Kali’s Retribution .

The Ascendance of Evil   
From the Kalki Chronicles
Abhinav 
If I am here, in the flesh, then I am not here to forgive. I am here to conclude . . .

Anirudh, the Kalki avatar, is slain by the enemy.
His guardians—the Immortals led by Lord Parashurama—swiftly regroup, not having 
the luxury to mourn the fallen hero. Bewildered at their loss, they look towards 
Avyay, who wields the mantle of the avatar as strategized by Lord Krishna.
Taking over the reins of the battle, the group faces the inevitable challenge as 
Ashwatthama fulfils his mission: resurrecting Kali, the Lord of Evil.
As the odds are stacked against them, the forces of Kalki are faced with another 
cosmic revelation. But will it help them save the earth or will everything perish? 
With unforeseen surprises and events stretching across realms known and 
unknown, and across yugas present and past, this third instalment concludes  
the Kalki Chronicles with an ending that you never saw coming.

Penguin

B/PB

₹299

9780143454632
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sadia saeed is a psychologist with over 
two decades of experience. A TEDx speaker, 
Saeed has worked with schools, corporates, 
child guidance centres and hospitals.

You Are Simply Perfect! 
A Mindfulness and Self-Awareness Guide for 
Tweens and Teens
sadia saeed
A self-help guide-cum-journal

Jealousy. Bullying. Anger. Anxiety. Body image issues. Selfie and social media 
addiction . . . Are you dealing with any of these?
Let’s be honest, juggling school, extra classes, home, friendships and new 
relationships can be hard. It’s difficult to find balance and really, really tough not 
to get affected by the ‘happy’ content we see online. But what is genuine happiness 
vis-à-vis short-term pleasure? Are we even looking for it in the right place?
Written by a renowned psychologist, this beautifully illustrated book is divided  
into five parts that will help in easing the everyday anxieties. Learn to make  
friends with yourself, your body, mind and feelings, and how to deal with specific 
emotions and situations.
You Are Simply Perfect! will equip you with life-changing tools to find contentment—
in school and outside. Find your own quiet spaces inside this book with journal 
pages left for you to write and reflect.

Puff in

B/PB

₹250

9780143446156

192/b&w illustrations
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i n  t h e  s a m e  s e r i e s

Natasha Sharma graduated in maths, did an 
MBA, worked as a brand manager and is now 
happily doing what she loves most—writing  
books for children. You can find out more about 
Natasha at www.natashasharma.in.

Adrija Ghosh is from Calcutta, lives in Bangalore 
and works as an illustrator. She can never have too 
many notebooks and too much chocolate cake.

Tughlaq and the Stolen Sweets
Natasha Sharma  
Illustrations by Adrija Ghosh 
Muhammad bin Tughlaq, the Sultan of Dihli, is outraged. Someone has 
stolen his favourite dessert, the sugared melons from Khurasim.  
What’s worse, people are questioning his plans of torture and punishment. 
Who can help the Sultan solve this mystery?

Duckbill

Wide A/PB

₹199

9780143451853

80/b&w illustrations
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Lavanya Karthik is an author by day, a cookie monster by teatime and fast asleep 
by nine every night. She lives in Mumbai, where she writes, draws, eats a lot of 
chocolate and takes a lot of naps. 

The Girl Who Was a Forest: Janaki Ammal
Janaki dreams of a secret world, far from the rigid rules of her town.  
This is the story of how nature shows her the way to it.
A delightful introduction to the famous botanist!

9780143451532i s b n

Duckbill B/PB

₹199 each

48/two colouri m p r i n t f o r m a t

p r i c e

p a g e  e x t e n t
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Dreamers 
Written and illustrated by lavanya karthik

A delightfully illustrated short biography series that will inspire young readers

The Boys Who Created Malgudi:
R.K. Narayan and R.K. Laxman
Narayan loved words, while Doodu loved to draw. This is the story  
of how two brothers created the immortal town of Malgudi.
A delightful introduction to the famous writer and his brother,  
the renowned cartoonist!

9780143451501i s b n

1817

i n  t h e  s a m e  s e r i e s



Ages 6+

Lesley D. Biswas is a freelance writer who enjoys writing children’s stories the most.  
She’s also passionate about nature, gardening and bird photography.

Anupama Ajinkya Apte is an avid urban sketcher, and deeply enjoys working with watercolours.

Chumki and the Pangolin
Lesley D. Biswas 
Illustrations by Anupama Ajinkya Apte
The dangerous virus is making everything go into lockdown. But the 
village poacher is trying to catch the pangolin Chumki has befriended. 
How will Chumki save the rare animal in these tough times?
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B/PB

₹175
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72/b&w illustrations
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Shruthi Rao writes for both adults and children, and is a freelance editor. She loves books, 
science, trees, desserts, hikes and the internet.

Lavanya Naidu has worked with the likes of Google, Amazon, WWF and Cartoon Network. 

Malhar in the Middle
Shruthi Rao 
Illustrations by Lavanya Naidu
Malhar wants to be a famous tabla player. But why do tabla players always sit to 
one side of the stage? Are they not important enough? Malhar wants answers—
and he wants to sit in the middle!
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B/PB

₹175

9780143451709

80/b&w illustrations
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hOle Books
Jump into reading through a Duckbill hOle!

Recognizable by the hOle at the top corner of each book, these chapter 
books are aimed at kids learning to read independently. They are full of fun 
stories, gorgeous illustrations and hOles.

Get all 25 books in the  
first-ever library of hOles!

2019

Hole Book Hole Bookg e n r e g e n r e
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archit taneja writes detective novels and designs tech 
stuff. The Case of the Nosy Time Travellers is his third 
book in the Superlative Supersleuths series.

The Case of the Nosy Time Travellers
archit taneja
Rachita and Aarti have a nemesis who is out to destroy them . . . 
Garbage vandals are defacing walls of residential societies. Aarti’s 
birthday presents include miniature coasters. Rachita starts having 
egg-themed nightmares . . .
Are these happenings related to the mysterious time-travelling 
detective gang that is challenging the Superlative Supersleuths? And 
will they be able to foil their rivals or will they end up getting pwned?
Case notes: 
1. Why do the eggs have banana heads?
2. The Harappans cared about home furnishings.
3. The Nemesis might be a time traveller!

Duckbill

B/PB

₹250

9780143451365

220/b&w illustrations
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Nandita Basu is a comic-book artist and a 
musician. The Piano, her first book, received 
wide critical acclaim.

Rain Must Fall
Nandita Basu
A sensitive graphic novel dealing with being different and about how 
friendship can transform lives

Rumi is not too enthusiastic about accompanying Baba to the sleepy village of 
Shankerpur, where he is planning to convert their ancestral home into a bed and 
breakfast. Fortunately, it means being away from school and friends who have 
problems understanding Rumi’s identity.
One night, Rumi encounters a ghost, Rain, who does not remember his own 
story or why he is compelled to be a ghost. And trying to help Rain find his 
peace sets Rumi on a journey of discovery and acceptance.
This is a tale of love and loss, of rejection and affirmation, and above all, the 
healing and illuminating power of friendship.

Duckbill

Crown/PB

₹299

9780143454090

128/b&w illustrations
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A Killer in Kailash
Satyajit Ray

A stolen yakshi head. A plane crash. A vandal on the loose in Ellora.

An American buys a yakshi head stolen from a Bhubaneshwar temple and 
subsequently dies in a plane crash. Trying to prevent the smuggling of priceless 
sculptures out of India, Feluda, Topshe and Jatayu follow the lead of the yakshi 
to the Ellora caves. But the appearance of a Bollywood film crew and a sudden 
murder complicate matters, and Feluda must draw on all his investigative skills  
to solve the case before the vandal strikes again.
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Satyajit Ray was one of the greatest film-makers of his time. He has published several books in 
Bengali, most of which have been translated and are bestsellers.

The Incident on the Kalka Mail
Satyajit Ray

Two briefcases exchanged on a train. A priceless manuscript. An ambush in a 
dark alley.

A prosperous gentleman employs Feluda to recover his blue briefcase, which 
has got switched with another passenger’s on the Kalka Mail. What starts out 
as an innocuous case soon becomes one of Feluda’s most thrilling adventures. 
Feluda, Topshe and Jatayu set off for Simla in search of the briefcase, but 
there are unexpected twists and turns all the way. The hair-raising climax 
that unfolds on the snowy slopes of Simla throws light on a mystery that is 
devilishly complex.

The Adventures of Feluda
Feluda and his companions are back with their thrilling 
adventures in an all-new avatar!

2625

Ages 9+

p
u

f
f

in
 / O

cto
b

er 

Puff in

B/PB

₹150

9780143335788

104

World

Fiction

i m p r i n t

f o r m a t

p r i c e

i s b n

p a g e  e x t e n t

t e r r i t o r y

g e n r e

Puff in

B/PB

₹150

9780143335665

112

World

Fiction

i m p r i n t

f o r m a t

p r i c e

i s b n

p a g e  e x t e n t

t e r r i t o r y

g e n r e



Anushka Ravishankar is the author of several international award-winning books.

The Storyteller: Tales from the  
Arabian Nights
Anushka Ravishankar 

What if your life depended on being able to tell a good story?

Schariar, King of Persia, would marry a woman every night only to chop off her 
head every morning. He had sentenced the clever Scherazade to the same fate. 
Determined to save herself and other women from this gruesome decree, Queen 
Scherazade begins telling him stories one night—of magic lamps and genies, of 
fishermen and caliphs, of treasure caves and strange potions.  

Tales so wonderful that the one night turns into 1001 . . . But what will happen 
when Scherazade runs out of yarns to spin? 

Illustrated afresh, this 10th anniversary edition of tales from the Arabian Nights, 
as told by the magical storyteller Scherazade, will keep you spellbound for days!

A perennial favourite gift book returns with a gorgeous  
new cover to bid 2021 a happy farewell! 

27
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153 x 216 mm/PB

₹499
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