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P U F F I N  /  O c t o b e r 7

Ages 3+

Young Readers and 
Middle Grade

DEVDUTT PATTANAIK writes, illustrates and lectures on the relevance of mythology in modern times. He has, since 
1996, written over fifty books and 1,000 columns deconstructing the symbols and myths of ancient and modern 
cultures around the world. His books with Penguin Random House India include Myth = Mithya: A Handbook of 
Hindu Mythology; The Book of Ram and the Devlok series. Devdutt consults with corporations on leadership and 
governance, and with TV channels on mythological serials. His TV shows include Business Sutra on CNBC-TV18 and 
Devlok on Epic TV. 

Imprint    Puffin  

Format    5.5 x 5.5 inches/Board Book 

Page Extent    24/Full-colour 

Price    ₹250 

ISBN    9780143470298

Genre    Fiction/Mythology 

Territory    World 

Gana-Bajana: Music of  Hindu Gods
DEVDUTT PATTANAIK

Well-known mythologist Devdutt Pattanaik introduces young readers to the 
fun and fascinating musical instruments of Hindu gods with his unique art and 
easy-to-read text.

Shiva’s damaru to Krishna’s flute,
Durga’s ghanti and Ravana’s lute.
Dance to the rhythm and embrace the sound,
As divine melodies swirl around.
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Ages 9+ Ages 10+

When BIJAL VACHHARAJANI is not reading Harry Potter, 
she dreams up picture books as ‘Editor Scissorhands’ 
at Pratham Books. Bijal is the author of four children’s 
books including A Cloud Called Bhura and So You 
Want to Know About the Environment. She has edited 
a magazine, rescued parakeets, tigers and elephants, 
and is part of the Abhiyan Library movement. Bijal has 
a Masters in Environment Security and Peace from 
the University of Peace in Costa Rica and is a certified 
climate worrier.

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    135 x 216 mm/PB

Page Extent    208/Full-colour

Price    ₹599 

ISBN    9780143470564

Genre    Non-fiction/Anthology

Territory    World 

Go Wild: Stories, Essays and Comics That  
Celebrate Our Earth
Edited by BIJAL VACHHARAJANI

A journey through nature’s wonders!

Meet an army of ants, a chorus of frogs, a plague of pigeons, a ballet of mantis, a 
grove of trees, a colony of bee-eaters, a herd of elephants, a lone owl and vulture 
and groups of human beings. Listen to a tale of three lakes, climb up a mountain, 
dive into the ocean, travel back in time and look at the natural world anew.

Some of India’s most celebrated nature writers and illustrators come together to 
celebrate the planet we call home. Includes fiction, non-fiction and comics.

SOBHONA BHATTACHARJEE retired as a teacher from 
St Edmund’s School, Shillong, where she developed a 
keen interest in the folk tales of India’s Northeast and 
beyond and started documenting the oral literature 
through the people she met in everyday life. Her Khasi 
Folktales was first published in 1979. Although she works 
extensively on folk tales, her stories are not confined to 
that. Her first book was Nepali Lokokatha. Her other books 
are Meghalaya o Mizoram er Lokokatha, Desh Bidesher 
Lokokotha and an autobiographical sketch of Guwahati, 
Kichu Smriti Kichu Chobi. All her published works are in 
Bengali. She is eighty-three years old.

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    144/B&W

Price    ₹299 

ISBN    9780143463993

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

Folk Tales from Meghalaya
SOBHONA BHATTACHARJEE
Illustrated by CAREEN JOPLIN

A collection of sixteen magical myths and fables that will transport you to the 
abode of clouds!

In the beautiful hills of Khasi, Garo and Jaintia in Meghalaya, there are fairies that 
can create rivers, a plant that can make people invisible and a fern bush which 
can ward off evil spirits. There are also three-headed giants, queens and villagers, 
animals and birds, and many other fascinating plants and creatures. 

In this book, you will find a wonderful selection of stories about these fantastic 
beings and simple hill folk who have lived on these blue hills since ancient times.

Passed down by word of mouth over hundreds of years, these sixteen magical folk 
tales from Meghalaya, in the north-east of India, are full of adventure, wonder and 
excitement.  
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Ages 10+ Ages 9+

Born in Kasauli in 1934, RUSKIN BOND grew up in Jamnagar, Dehradun, New Delhi and Shimla. His first novel, The 
Room on the Roof, which was written when he was seventeen, received the John Llewellyn Rhys Memorial Prize in 
1957. Since then, he has written over 500 short stories, essays and novellas and more than  
fifty books for children.

He received the Sahitya Akademi Award for English writing in India in 1992, the Padma Shri in 1999 and the Padma 
Bhushan in 2014. He lives in Landour, Mussoorie, with his extended family.

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    160 x 160 mm/HB

Page Extent    96/Two-colour pantone

Price    ₹299 

ISBN    9780143459835

Genre    Poetry

Territory    World 

Rhymes for the Times
RUSKIN BOND
Wit, whimsy and wisdom—Ruskin Bond’s finest verses to brighten your day!

In this delightful collection, Ruskin Bond brings together some of his most 
humorous poems, limericks, terse verse, and more. This collectible edition 
has a little bit of everything we all need—fun, humour, positive thoughts and 
wise words to inspire reflection and joy. From an ode to a mischievous cat to 
the nonsensical grammar of the ‘Idiot’s Alphabet’, Bond’s whimsical and zany 
creations are sure to lighten your days and lift your spirits. A must-have for 
fans of playful, witty verse!

BHAKTI MATHUR took to writing in 2010 when she created the popular Amma, Tell Me series of children’s picture 
books about Indian festivals and mythology. After a long stint as a banker, Bhakti now juggles her time between 
her writing, her passion for yoga and long-distance running and her family. She lives in Hong Kong with her 
husband, their two children and two dogs. 

PRIYANKAR GUPTA is a pre-visualizer and a creative consultant in media, advertising and broadcast design. He 
has worked with various publishing companies across the globe as an illustrator for children’s books. He has been 
a mentor in various design schools across the country, teaching various forms of visual narratives.

Amma, Take Me to the Hill Forts of  Rajasthan
BHAKTI MATHUR
Illustrated by PRIYANKAR GUPTA

Embark on a grand adventure, exploring the majestic forts of Rajasthan, where 
history and art intertwine!

Join Amma and her boys, Shiv and Veer, on a captivating journey to the hill forts of 
Rajasthan—Chittorgarh, Kumbhalgarh and Amer. 

Travel back in time as Amma narrates tales of legendary kings, formidable queens and 
fearless fighters. Listen to the war stories of Bappa Rawal, Rana Sanga and Maharana 
Pratap, as well as the legends of Rani Padmini’s sacrifice and Mirabai’s devotion. Soak in 
the awe-inspiring architecture, from the imposing battlements to the intricately decorated 
temples, reflecting centuries of opulence and artistry. Marvel at the towering walls, secret 
passageways, and impressive towers! Through vivid illustrations and colourful anecdotes 
that echo Rajput strength and pride, discover the history of the remarkable people who once 
walked these lands. 

This series offers a dazzling introduction to the resplendent heritage of Rajasthan, bringing 
history to life in the most magnificent way.

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    203 x 203/PB

Page Extent    96/Full-colour

Price    ₹350 

ISBN    9780143451655

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 
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Ages 11+

SRIJAN PAL SINGH is an engineer and management 
graduate from IIM Ahmedabad. While at the Indian 
Institute of Space Science and Technology, he 
worked with former Indian President A.P.J. Abdul 
Kalam as technology and policy adviser.

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    Demy/PB

Page Extent    240/B&W

Price    ₹299 

ISBN    9780143453161

Genre    Non-fiction 

Territory    World 

I Am the Universe:  
The History and Future of  the Cosmos
SRIJAN PAL SINGH 

A journey through the Universe’s wonders!

Our universe is enormous. It is a lot bigger than you can imagine and carries so many 
secrets! 

Look around—we are surrounded by living organisms, planets, stars, galaxies, dust clouds, 
light and so much more—the Universe is present in everything. The birth of the Universe and 
its evolution is a mystery that keeps unravelling many intriguing discoveries. 

Join this journey with the Universe who is the protagonist of this fascinating story and 
discover the story of its birth and its evolution. Unravel the mystifying reality of the cosmos, 
explore our solar system, learn about scientists from around the world and immerse yourself 
in the vastness of space. 

Brimming with facts and mysteries, this book is perfect for every curious mind!

DUCKBILL
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Ages 7+

Young Readers  
and Middle Grade

C.G. SALAMANDER is a writer and editor. He lives five 
minutes away from a barn and has once come face-
to-face with a bull. While he hasn’t tamed one, he has 
summoned cows through song.

RAJIV EIPE is an animator and an illustrator. Long ago, 
when he was in art college, he drew criminal sketches for 
the police station next door. How many criminals were 
apprehended as a result is uncertain.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    80/B&W

Price    ₹250 

ISBN    9780143458623

Genre    Fiction

Territory    Indian Subcontinent  

Nisha Small: The Strand of  Silver
C.G. SALAMANDER 
Illustrated by RAJIV EIPE

Join two junior detectives as they solve the mystery of a suspicious fire!

Nisha Small and Jamie have a difficult mystery to solve.

When a barn full of bulls is burnt down, Small and Jamie need to figure out who is 
behind this terrible crime. And there are very few clues . . . 
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Ages 5+ Ages 5+

ANUSHKA RAVISHANKAR is the author of several 
international award-winning books. She has written 
over thirty books—verse, fiction and non-fiction—many 
of which have been translated into several languages.

CANATO JIMO is a picture-book maker from Nagaland. 
He moonlights as a musician, loves to guzzle tea, pop 
bubble wrap and is a recovering stationery addict.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    40/Full-colour

Price    ₹225 

ISBN    9780143465270

Genre    Fiction/Poetry

Territory    World 

Gawa’s Bag of  Good Regards
ANUSHKA RAVISHANKAR
Illustrated by CANATO JIMO

It’s not a book, it’s a hook!

Everyone asks,
What do you want to be?
But Gawa only knows
What he wants to do.
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LESLEY D. BISWAS grew up in McCluskiegunj, and dreamed of playing cricket. But instead of a bat, she ended up 
with a pen in her hand. Currently based in Kolkata, she’s a freelance writer who enjoys writing children’s stories the 
most. She’s also passionate about nature, gardening and bird photography.

ARATRIKA CHOUDHURY is an illustrator, doctoral scholar and fox enthusiast. Her first comic strip was published  
in The Obliterary Journal, Vol. 2 (2014). Since then, she has illustrated several books and periodicals and has  
worked with Pratham Books, Jadavpur University Press, HarperCollins and others. Her doctoral work explores 
image-text relations in illustrated Bengali and British publications. She loves to observe and paint birds and 
animals, particularly foxes.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    40/Full-colour

Price    ₹225 

ISBN    9780143466055

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

The Wish Fish
LESLEY D. BISWAS
Illustrated by ARATRIKA CHOUDHURY

It’s not a book, it’s a hook!

Namita’s father has caught her a magical fish. What wish will Namita make?
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Ages 7+ Ages 7+

LAVANYA KARTHIK is an author by day, a cookie 
monster by teatime and fast asleep by nine every 
night. She lives in Mumbai, where she writes, draws, 
eats a lot of chocolate and takes a lot of naps.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    48/Two-colour pantone 

Price    ₹199 

ISBN    9780143464778

Genre    Non-fiction

Territory    World 

The Girl Who Played With Numbers:  
Shakuntala Devi
LAVANYA KARTHIK

A delightful introduction to the famous mathematician!

Before Shankuntala Devi was world-renowned as the Human Computer, 
she was a girl to whom numbers were her friends and playmates.
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ADITHI RAO writes books, film scripts and plays. Her YA 
novel, Candid Tales: India on a Motorcycle, made it to 
the Parag Honour List 2021. Her short stories and feature 
articles have appeared in American literary journals and in 
anthologies by leading Indian publishing houses. 

KRISHNA BALA SHENOI is a children’s book illustrator, film 
poster artist and portraitist who lives in Bangalore with his 
family of humans and animals. 

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    80/B&W

Price    ₹250 

ISBN    9780143466932

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

The Scent of  Roses 
ADITHI RAO
Illustrated by KRISHNA BALA SHENOI

A young boy’s journey as he navigates the depths of anger and heartache when 
Abu vanishes.

When Abu disappears one night, Bram Bram Chok comes to live inside Sajad’s 
heart, making him hop in anger and stomp to its tunes. But does Sajad really want 
Bram Bram Chok to stay? And is there anything that can make him go away?
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Ages 10+

ARUNDHATI  VENKATESH went to school in five towns and worked 
in four continents. Everywhere, she made up stories. Now she 
puts them down on paper. Her books have won several awards, 
including the Comic Con India Best Publication for Children 
Award and the SCBWI Crystal Kite Award for India, Middle East 
and Asia. Her most recent book, Petu Pumpkin: Freedom Fighter, 
meant for middle-grade readers, is probably her funniest.

PRIYA KURIYAN is a children’s book author and illustrator, and 
comics maker based in Bangalore. She has directed educational 
films for the Sesame Street show (Galli Galli Sim Sim) and has 
worked on various TV commercials. She has illustrated many 
comics and children’s books, several of which have won awards.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    232/B&W

Price    ₹299 

ISBN    9780143467083

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

Raman and Chandrasekhar: Lighting Up the Stars
ARUNDHATI VENKATESH
Illustrated by PRIYA KURIYAN

A humorous, physics-filled adventure in Madras featuring a young 
Chandrasekhar’s chaotic holiday with his renowned scientist uncle, C.V. Raman.
Holidays are starting—and that is especially joyful for Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar who hates 
school. But even the holidays are ruined because his uncle, C.V. Raman, is coming to stay.

Raman Chithappa is a world-renowned scientist, and he likes to talk about himself and about 
science. He bulldozes the eight kids in the family to participate—with varying degrees of 
enthusiasm—in a series of adventures and experiments in physics. These disrupt the household, 
anger the adults, terrify the domestic helps and outrage the neighbours. And for Chandra, they 
provide a glimpse of a world he finds he might want to be a part of.

Filled with rollicking humour and intense physics, this meticulously researched novel describes a 
challenging yet magical winter in Madras of a family with two Nobel laureates and other science 
luminaries in a vividly imagined historical setting. Priya Kuriyan’s joyful illustrations capture the riot 
and rumpus in striking detail.

The Great Minds at Work series looks at the childhoods of people who made history against the 
backdrop of the times and places they grew up in.
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Young Adult 
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Ages 13+

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    320/B&W

Price    ₹299 

ISBN    9780143466963

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World

The School for Bad Girls
MADHURIMA VIDYARTHI 

The story of Kadambini Ganguly, one of the first women graduates and doctors, 
against the backdrop of the evolution of women’s rights in nineteenth century 
Calcutta.

Something strange is happening in the heart of the British Empire. 

Nineteenth-century Calcutta is abuzz with social reforms, especially with regard to womens’ 
rights and education. And in this time, Kadambini Ganguly dreams of going to university—
and in the ultimate audacious hope—wants to become a doctor.

But for many people, the idea of girls studying is anathema. And a school full of unmarried 
girls and widows getting an education, in an environment where caste is disregarded and 
every student treated as an equal, leads to charges of immorality. And the battle to get the 
right to a college education is against overwhelming odds.

The fictionalized story of Kadambini, one of the first women graduates of the British Empire 
and the first woman to get a degree from an Indian medical college, is rivetingly told by 
Madhurima Vidyarthi in a fascinating portrait of nineteenth century life, society and its 
arbitrary mores.

MADHURIMA VIDYARTHI always has a pen in her hand to 
write books and prescriptions. As an endocrinologist, she 
trained in London for many years before coming home to 
Calcutta to work and write.

The School for Bad Girls is her third book, but she is planning 
to write many more.

Madhurima likes to travel, eat good food and delve into 
history. She lives in an untidy house full of unruly family 
members and desperately wants a dog.

Box Sets



P U F F I N  /  D e c e m b e r 25

Ages 3+

P U F F I N  /  N o v e m b e r24

Ages 5+

SUDHA MURTY is a prolific writer in English and Kannada 
and has written novels, technical books, travelogues, 
collections of short stories and non-fictional pieces, and 
several bestselling titles for children. Her books have 
been translated into all the major Indian languages. 

She is the recipient of the R.K. Narayan Award for 
Literature. She received the Padma Shri in 2006, the 
Attimabbe Award from the Government of Karnataka 
for excellence in Kannada literature in 2011, the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the 2018 Crossword Book Awards 
and the Padma Bhushan in 2023. 

Imprint    Puffin 

Format    B/HB

Page Extent    220/Full-colour

Price    ₹999 

ISBN    9780670099504

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

My First Sudha Murty Collection 
SUDHA MURTY
Magical, beautiful and full of wonder, this box set is a perfect gift for beginners.

Puffin Chapter books is a series of short, illustrated books for young readers.
From India’s favourite writer comes a curated collection of five heart-warming 
stories packaged as charming chapter books. Each book offers a splendid 
introduction to Sudha Murty’s world through captivating illustrations, endearing 
characters and deliciously written tales in her unique style.

ASHWITHA JAYAKUMAR has written and adapted over a dozen books for young readers on history, mythology 
and science. After graduating with a master’s degree in Literature and Society: 1688–1900 from the University of 
Edinburgh, she taught English literature to secondary school students and worked in publishing before doing 
an MA in medieval studies from the University of Leeds entirely for fun. She’s mad about history, fantasy novels, 
chocolate and dogs.

SWARNAVO DATTA is a corporate trainer by day and an illustrator by night. When not training grown-ups on 
serious topics like business acumen and design thinking, he likes to let loose his inner child by drawing not-so-
serious things. He grew up amidst mango trees and bougainvillea bushes in Bengal and now is stuck somewhere 
in traffic in Bengaluru. Hopefully, he is carrying a pencil and a pocket sketchbook to keep himself busy while the 
light turns from red to green.

Imprint    Puffin  

Format    6 x 5 inches/Board Book 

Page Extent    60/Full-colour

Price    ₹450 

ISBN    9780143473497

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

My Little Book of  Festivals Box Set
ASHWITHA JAYAKUMAR
Illustrated by SWARNAVO DATTA

Explore the magic and beauty of Indian festival with this enchanting box 
set of board books!

Dive into the vibrant world of Indian festivals with this delightful box set, 
featuring three board books: My Little Book of Diwali, My Little Book of Holi 
and My Little Book of Navratri.
From the sparkling lights of Diwali to the playful colours of Holi and the 
spirited dances of Navratri, experience the joy and magic of family and 
community gatherings. With charming illustrations and engaging stories, 
this collection is perfect for nurturing a love of Indian traditions and culture. 
Celebrate the spirit of these festivals all year round!
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Ages 7+

27

Ages 8+

D U C K B I L L  /  D e c e m b e r 

LAVANYA KARTHIK is an author by day, a cookie 
monster by teatime and fast asleep by nine every 
night. She lives in Mumbai, where she writes, draws, 
eats a lot of chocolate and takes a lot of naps.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    Short B/PB

Page Extent    496/B&W

Price    ₹799 

ISBN    9780143464143

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

Welcome to the Naniverse!
Four mind-boggling, nerve-tingling and zip-zapping adventures  
of  a superhero like no other!
LAVANYA KARTHIK
Join Deepu, his pug Pongo and his grandma-turned-superhero Ninja Nani as 
they flip and kick their way through a universe of villains!

Who’s yo’ Granny?

Deepu’s Nani is old and cranky by day . . . and a Ninja by night! Follow their hilarious 
adventures as they battle mad mummies, zany zombies and the town’s greatest 
Pug warrior.

Enter the Naniverse!

REENA ITTYERAH PURI is the Executive Editor at Amar Chitra Katha. Her passion for comics led her to effortlessly 
dive into the captivating world of scripting cartoons and comics. With Anant Pai—the Founder Editor of Amar Chitra 
Katha—as her mentor, Reena was drawn into a vibrant realm of storytelling, illustrations, colour and laughter, a 
world she has embraced wholeheartedly and has never sought to escape.

SAVIO MASCARENHAS is the Group Art Director at Amar Chitra Katha and the co-creator of many beloved 
characters from Tinkle, including Little Shambu. He has illustrated the adventures of Shikari Shambu for over 
twenty-four years. As a TEDx speaker, he shares insights on the role of visuals in learning. When he’s not at his 
workstation, Savio enjoys conducting comic-making workshops for both children and adults, spreading his passion 
for comics.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    384/B&W

Price    ₹499 

ISBN    9780143473343

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

Adventures of  Little Shambu Box Set
REENA ITTYERAH PURI
Illustrated by SAVIO MASCARENHAS
Join Little Shambu, his best friend Shanti and his loyal dog Dum Dum in a series 
of escapades filled with friendship, bravery and endless surprises! This delightful 
box set is perfect for young readers who love action, laughter and adventure.  

Strangus Derangus & Other Adventures of Little Shambu
Step into the whimsical world of Little Shambhu and his best friend, Shanti, as they chase thrilling adventures 
filled with lost cats, mysterious carrot thieves, strange creatures and stolen pandas in these brand-new 
stories from Tinkle!

In the Bear’s Den & More Adventures of Little Shambu
What would you say about a boy who always finds himself in sticky situations? That’s Little Shambu, along 
with his loyal dog, Dum Dum. Feel the excitement of their adventures with grouchy bears, rattling cattle, 
slouchy snakes and runaway elephants.

Dum Dum to the Rescue and Yet More Adventures of Little Shambu
Buckle up for an adventure with Little Shambu and Dum Dum, as they dive into a whirlwind of trouble! Meet 
quirky characters, from mischievous mice to unexpected aliens, in this exciting journey of friendship and fun!
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Ages 10+

The Songs of Freedom series includes books by celebrated authors like DEVIKA RANGACHARI, LESLEY 
D. BISWAS, ADITI KRISHNAKUMAR, LUBAINA BANDUKWALA, TANU SHREE SINGH, HANNAH LALHLANPUII, 
SHRUTHI RAO and SWATI SENGUPTA.

Imprint    Duckbill 

Format    B/PB

Page Extent    1096/B&W

Price    ₹1,699 

ISBN    9780143464136

Genre    Fiction

Territory    World 

Songs of  Freedom: Tales of  the Freedom 
Movement from All Over India
VARIOUS

The Songs of Freedom series explores the lives of children across India 
during the struggle for independence. 

In some ways, India as a country was forged by the fight for freedom, 
when women and men and children across the country engaged in the 
same struggle in different ways. From Shimla to Tanjore, from Aizawl to 
Mysore, from the jungles of Chota Nagpur to the city streets of Calcutta and 
Bombay, the books in this series look at how children’s day-to-day lives and 
dreams were changed and inspired by this national movement.
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