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P U F F I N  /  J a n u a r y 7

Ages 6+

Young Readers and Middle Grade

The Greatest Bedtime Stories  
CHAMPAK  

Big dreams begin with great bedtime stories!

Curl up and drift into dreamland with The Greatest Bedtime Stories from the celebrated 
Champak magazine! 

From stories of courage and kindness to moments of laughter and surprise, each story 
promises to make bedtime magical.

Bursting with adventure, friendship, mystery and delightful illustrations, these tales are 
perfect for bedtime reading—and for dreaming up adventures of your own.

Started in 1969, CHAMPAK is the largest-selling children’s 
magazine in India. Published in eight languages and 
reaching over six million kids, it’s an inseparable part of 
childhood memories for most Indians. 

IMPRINT    Puffin  

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    144/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143478164 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

In the same series



P U F F I N  /  J a n u a r y8

Ages 6+

P U F F I N  /  F e b r u a r y 9

Ages 8+

Stories That Celebrate India  
CHAMPAK  

Step into a heart-warming collection of stories that celebrate the people, places and 
moments that shape us.

Dive into Stories That Shaped India—a treasure chest of stories that uplift, excite and 
delight!

Discover how children create their own school constitution, walk through the peaceful 
paths of Sabarmati Ashram, learn from the remarkable journey of A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, find 
new ways to celebrate friendship during Raksha Bandhan, and join in the joy of Makar 
Sankranti with new neighbours—and much more!

Brimming with tales of kindness, courage, cultural celebrations and everyday heroes, this 
beautifully illustrated collection from the celebrated Champak magazine blends learning 
with adventure. 

Started in 1969, CHAMPAK is the largest-selling children’s 
magazine in India. Published in eight languages and 
reaching over six million kids, it’s an inseparable part of 
childhood memories for most Indians. 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    144/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143478171 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Indian Tales  
ROMILA THAPAR

Romila Thapar’s classic retellings, now in a beautifully illustrated keepsake edition.

Penned by the celebrated historian Romila Thapar, this illustrated edition brings 
together sixteen unforgettable stories of Indian heroes and heroines—their adventures, 
misfortunes and triumphs—alongside enchanting tales of gods, demons and animals 
that have delighted generations of children.

These small yet profound fables are perfect for young readers discovering the magic of 
storytelling, as well as for explorers of folklore who wish to revisit the richness of India’s 
oral traditions. True to its spirit, the book journeys through diverse styles of folk narratives, 
gathering India’s culture, rituals, ethics and morals into one vibrant tapestry.

ROMILA THAPAR is Emeritus Professor of History at Jawaharlal 
Nehru University, New Delhi. In 2008, Thapar was awarded the 
prestigious Kluge Prize of the US Library of Congress. She has 
authored over twenty-five books.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    Demy/PB

PAGE EXTENT    112/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹450

ISBN    9780143478430 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 



P U F F I N  /  F e b r u a r y 10

Ages 7+

P U F F I N  /  F e b r u a r y 11

Ages 9+

Jivya’s Talking Hands: How Jivya Soma Mashe 
Found His Voice Through Art  
MAMTA NAINY

‘Left, right . . . Left, right . . .’

Jivya followed the ants everywhere—up mud walls, through rustling leaves, over cool 
stones. After losing Aai, when his own words slipped away, the ants became Jivya’s only 
friends. Then one day, they led him to a new place. A place filled with lines, circles and 
triangles . . . a place filled with stories about the people and life around him. 

Could this discovery help Jivya tell his own stories and give him a new voice, one that 
needed no words at all?

MAMTA NAINY is a writer based in New Delhi. She has 
authored over thirty books for children, many of which have 
gone on to win national and international awards and 
recognition. She also works as a literary translator, translating 
primarily from English to Hindi, with several published works 
of translation.

The Curious World of  Uncle Tarini:  
The Complete Adventures  
SATYAJIT RAY

Tall tales. Twisted truths. Timeless charm.

Step into the irresistible world of Tarini Khuro—the witty, eccentric, unflappable adventurer whose life 
reads like one long, outrageous anecdote. Whether he is single-handedly outsmarting a venomous 
scorpion and an even more venomous twelve-year-old prankster in Ajmer before landing in the middle 
of a terrifying dacoity or spending a night in a haunted hunting lodge, calmly interviewing a ghost at 
midnight or travelling across India as manager to a master magician, Uncle Tarini never fails to enthral 
his young listeners.

For the first time, all fifteen Uncle Tarini stories appear together in this complete English translation, 
bringing Satyajit Ray’s inimitable humour, warmth and sense of wonder to a new generation of readers. 

This collector’s gift edition also features rare, original artworks by Satyajit Ray, offering a glimpse into 
the creative universe of one of India’s most celebrated storytellers and filmmakers.

SATYAJIT RAY is one of India’s most celebrated storytellers, 
who is known for his work across film and literature.  
His writing continues to delight readers with imagination, 
humour and mystery.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    Demy/PB

PAGE EXTENT    208/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹499

ISBN    9780143479048 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

SERIES    Magic Makers 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    153 x 229 mm/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143481089 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 



P U F F I N  /  F e b r u a r y 12

Ages 10+

P U F F I N  /  M a r c h 13

Ages 7+

A to Z of  Indian History
ARCHANA GARODIA GUPTA & SHRUTI GARODIA
Illustrations by ARADHANA RAWAT

Dive into India’s vibrant past—one letter at a time!

Uncover the stories they never tell you in textbooks, from the unexpected desi origins of 
buffalo mozzarella cheese to shampoo’s India connections, from Alexander the Great’s 
ferocious Indian hounds to Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s Napoleonic French generals. Each 
piece opens a window into a world of wonder, revealing how India’s past is filled with 
surprises, twists and delightfully strange facts that make you look at history in a whole  
new way.

Travel through eighty captivating stories, each one short, engaging and perfect for 
curious young minds.

ARCHANA GARODIA GUPTA is an Indian  
author, entrepreneur, business leader and 
celebrated quizzer. 

SHRUTI GARODIA is an author whose work 
brings stories from India’s past to young 
readers in a lively and engaging way.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    7 x 9 inches/PB 

PAGE EXTENT    168/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹599

ISBN    9780143467540 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Battle of  the Minds: How Viswanathan 
Anand Became the King of  Chess   
MAMTA NAINY

‘The pieces looked like lifeless soldiers. But in Vishy’s mind, they were alive.’

To everyone else, the chessboard was just black-and-white squares. To Vishy, it was a 
fantastical world of leaping knights, swooping bishops, shape-shifting pawns and clever 
queens. With Amma as his opponent, every match was a battle of wits waiting to unfold. 

Could Vishy outsmart Amma and find the winning move? And could these early games 
prepare him for the greatest chess stages in the world?

MAMTA NAINY is a writer based in New Delhi. She has 
authored over thirty books for children, many of which have 
gone on to win national and international awards and 
recognition. She also works as a literary translator, translating 
primarily from English to Hindi, with several published works 
of translation.

SERIES    Magic Makers 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    153 x 229 mm/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143481072 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 



P U F F I N  /  M a r c h14

Ages 8+

P U F F I N  /  M a r c h 15

Ages 10+

On Air with RJ Rini!   
SONIA MEHTA

When one chatterbox discovers radio, the whole colony starts listening!

Rini is a certified chatter-machine with a heart full of stories and a mind that never stops 
buzzing. She talks to everyone—her mirror, her plants, even the toaster—but at home, no 
one has time to listen.

Then one day, Rini stumbles upon the magical world of radio . . . a place where people 
want to hear you talk! Suddenly, becoming an RJ becomes her biggest dream. With a 
hairbrush for a mic and her eccentric neighbour, Gaga, as her cheerleader, Rini practices 
non-stop.

Set in the lively Sunshine Colony—home to noisy courtyards, quirky aunties and chaotic 
funfairs—this warm, funny story follows Rini as she discovers confidence, friendship and 
the joy of having her voice heard.

SONIA MEHTA is a children’s writer who believes that sparking 
off a child’s imagination opens up a world of adventure. She 
has been writing for children for over two decades.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    Short B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    112/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143481379 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Wild in the Backyard 2  
AREFA TEHSIN

Your backyard is buzzing—meet the wild, weird, wonderful neighbours you never noticed.

Put on your explorer’s hat and grab your detective’s glass—your home and garden are 
full of tiny oddballs and mighty misfits! From porch-loving hornets and wall-munching 
termites to night-time popstars in the garden and a fish that seems to know how to walk, 
these are the critters who share our homes, beds and heads (yes, really).

You’ll spot shiny skinks sunbathing, earthworms with many hearts in the soil, beetles 
rolling balls of poop and bright guppies swimming in rainbow colours. There are fireflies 
with glowing bottoms, a chick that keeps a super-messy nest and even a flatworm that 
can grow back if it’s cut in half!

Some of these critters work hard, some sleep a lot, some have long sticky tongues and 
some can smell your breath when they come close for a tiny sip of blood.

So get ready to find the secret, surprising world of creatures living right beside you!

AREFA TEHSIN is the author of several fiction and non-fiction 
books, and writes columns and articles for various dailies 
and magazines.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    192/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143474029 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 



P U F F I N  /  M a r c h16

Ages 10+

P U F F I N  /  M a r c h 17

Ages 11+

Maithili and the Minotaur: Isle of  Insanity 
(Book 4)
C.G. SALAMANDER
Illustrations by RAJIV EIPE

Descend into the fourth instalment of Maithili and the Minotaur, set in an outlandish 
world where nothing is as it seems.

Maithili and her friends never planned on landing up at an isle of rust and ritual. Not when 
there was a dance contest to win. 

But a countdown now looms, and one wrong move could destroy everything. Can they 
escape the island in time? Or will they succumb to its insanity? 

C.G. SALAMANDER is a writer and comic journalist. Some 
of his other books are Puu, Nisha Small, Bounce and 
From Makaras to Manticores: Around India in 100 Mythical 
Creatures.

RAJIV EIPE lives in Bangalore and works on animation and 
illustration projects. Rajiv won the Big Little Book Award in 
2020 for his contribution to Indian children’s literature.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    204 x 280 mm/PB

PAGE EXTENT    88/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹399

ISBN    9780143469995 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    Indian Subcontinent and SEA 

The Hill Vaidyar’s School of  Medicine and Magic  
GAYATHRI PONVANNAN

Three boys. One stolen relic. A race against time itself.

In the bustling Chera port of Muciri, thirteen-year-old Kathir believes that the god-like 
ancient Siddhars belong only in folklore—until he is sent to apprentice under one atop the 
mist-laced Agastya Mountain. What he finds there is a world where medicine borders on 
magic, forests guard ancient memories and time keeps its own secrets.

When a sacred relic vanishes and a student disappears, Kathir, along with his friends 
Atreya and Nakulan, is pulled into a perilous journey across ancient India. To mend what 
has been broken, they must unravel prophecies hidden in stars and silence and confront 
powers that can twist destiny itself.

Rich with lore, wonder and adventure, The Hill Vaidyar’s School of Medicine and Magic is 
a story of courage awakening in the unlikeliest of hearts.

GAYATHRI PONVANNAN’S first book, Time Racers, was 
published by Puffin India in 2016. She has also written for 
several newspapers, anthologies and magazines.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    224/B&W

PRICE    ₹350

ISBN    9780143479864 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 



Ages 13+

Young Adult

P U F F I N  /  J a n u a r y 19

IMPRINT    Penguin 

FORMAT    7 x 9 inches/PB 

PAGE EXTENT    192/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹599

ISBN    9780143470908 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 

The Great Indian Tiffin Box: Stories and  
Flavours from Across the Country   
SWARNAVO DATTA

Embark on a Culinary Adventure, One State at a Time!

India’s food is as diverse as its people, changing dramatically in taste, technique and 
ingredients every few kilometres. One of our first introductions to this wide range of 
cuisine is through the tiffin boxes of our classmates. Carrying flavours from different 
families and cultures, these boxes hold many stories—of history, tradition and the country 
itself.

The Great Indian Tiffin Box is a delightful exploration of this culinary diversity, featuring 
a curated list of popular and unique dishes from each Indian state and union territory. 
Peppered with lesser-known facts and interesting recipes, this beautifully illustrated book 
is a celebration of India’s rich food heritage and is a perfect read for food enthusiasts 
and cultural explorers alike.

SWARNAVO DATTA is a corporate trainer by day and an 
illustrator by night. Swarnavo is also the host of an art 
podcast called Paper Pencil Podcast, where he invites  
artists from around the world to understand their  
journey and process.



20

Ages 13+

DUCKBILL

P U F F I N  /  M a r c h 

IMPRINT    Penguin 

FORMAT    7 x 9 inches/PB  

PAGE EXTENT    112/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹499

ISBN    9780143461104 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

‘Carri-on’, Ruddy!: The Continued Adven-
tures of  the Naturalist-Sleuth Mongoose  
ROHAN CHAKRAVARTY

Are you ‘ruddy’ for your next wild adventure?

In the lush forests of central India, where teak meets sal and the landscape shifts from 
plateau to hills, Naturalist Ruddy—a clever ruddy mongoose—serves as Kanha’s resident 
nature detective. With an instinct for digging and a nose for mysteries, Ruddy investigates 
unusual phenomena and animal interactions that unfold as nature’s ‘crime scenes.’ No 
laws are broken, but every day presents a new puzzle to solve: hoof and claw marks on 
trees, cannibal bees and lichens that threaten lizards.

Ruddy’s investigations whisk you across India’s unique landscapes—the Western Ghats, 
hill forests of the North-east, and the high Himalayas—where you’re invited to play 
detective, unearthing clues alongside Ruddy with fun, interactive mysteries.

ROHAN CHAKRAVARTY is the creator of Green 
Humour, a series of comics and illustrations on 
wildlife and nature conservation. Rohan has 
authored seven other books, including Green 
Humour for a Greying Planet, Naturalist Ruddy,  
and Pugmarks and Carbon Footprints. 
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Ages 5+

Young Readers and Middle Grade

D U C K B I L L  /  J a n u a r y

The Race for Rugda 
LESLEY D. BISWAS
Illustrations by ANUPAMA AJINKYA APTE

It’s not a book, it’s a hook!

Ma wants to eat rugda. Savita wants to get the mushrooms from the forest for her, but 
people keep interrupting. How will Savita get some rugda before they all get picked?

LESLEY D. BISWAS is the author of books for children  
and a freelance writer who had dreamed of playing  
cricket. Her book, A Conspiracy in Calcutta, won the  
Binod Kanoria Children’s Book Award 2023. 

After a fifteen-year stint as a software engineer,  
ANUPAMA AJINKYA APTE decided to pursue her childhood 
passion for art. She loves drawing quirky characters.

In the same series

SERIES    Hook Books 

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹250

ISBN    9780143474937 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 
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Ages 8+

25

Ages 10+

D U C K B I L L  /  J a n u a r y D U C K B I L L  /  J a n u a r y

History Unpacked: The Why, When and What 
of  Medieval India 
SAISUDHA ACHARYA 
Illustrations by ROHIT BHASI
Meet the Cholas who ruled the seas, the sultans who started out as slaves, the 
Mughals who struggled with an enormous empire, the cosmopolitan Hindu-sultans of 
Vijayanagara, the Ahoms seeking a new homeland and the Portuguese who turned up 
looking for pepper but stayed for power and so many others who made medieval India a 
dangerous but fascinating place. 

History Unpacked: The Why, When and What of Medieval India dives into a thousand 
years of wars, poets, plunder and surprising partnerships. Through timelines, hilarious 
comics, clever quizzes and one cheeky poem, discover how history was written, whose 
stories were forgotten, and why the past still argues with us today.  

SAISUDHA ACHARYA is an author based in Bangalore. Her first book is History Unpacked: The Why, When and What of 
Ancient India.

ROHIT BHASI is a Bengaluru-based visual artist who prefers creating art the old-fashioned way, with pen, paper and 
memories. 

Royal Rebels  
NATASHA SHARMA

Meet three royal rebels from India—Ashoka, Razia and Shah Jahan—in mysteries you’ll 
never find in history books!

The great Mauryan emperor Ashoka is furious. Someone is messing with the radical 
messages he wants inscribed on rocks and pillars. What’s worse, the messages are now 
the opposite of what Ashoka wants to say. Who can help the emperor solve this mystery?

Razia Sultan, the dynamic ruler of Dihli, is enraged. Someone is sending her pesky 
presents—girly dresses and soppy poems on sultanas. What’s worse, they come with 
notes challenging her right to rule, as a woman. Who can help the sultan crack the case? 

Shah Jahan, the great Mughal Emperor, is hopping mad. As he tries to create something 
beyond the scope of what has been imagined. someone has replaced the precious 
Timur ruby on this throne with . . . a plum! What’s worse, plums are suddenly turning up 
everywhere. Who can help the emperor uncover the truth?

NATASHA SHARMA is an award-winning children’s book 
author with twenty-five books across genres.

In the same series In the same series

SERIES    History Unpacked 

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    Demy/PB

PAGE EXTENT    320/B&W

PRICE    ₹399

ISBN    9780143471301 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 

SERIES     History Mystery 

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    Short B/HB

PAGE EXTENT    224/B&W

PRICE    ₹499

ISBN    9780143478089 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 
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Ages 5+

27

Ages 5+

D U C K B I L L  /  F e b r u a r y D U C K B I L L  /  F e b r u a r y 

A collection of stories by celebrated children’s authors and 
illustrators including LAVANYA KARTHIK, HANSDA SOWENDRA 
SEKHAR, ANUSHKA RAVISHANKAR, APARNA KAPUR, PRIYA 
KURIYAN,  ANUPAMA AJINKYA APTE, CANATO JIMO and  
OGIN NAYIM.

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/HB

PAGE EXTENT    168/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹599

ISBN    9780143481751 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

My Name Is Khadija 
MARIYAM FATIMA 
Illustrations by ISHA NAGAR

It’s not a book, it’s a hook!

Khadija does not like her name. But no one is letting her change it. How will Khadija  
fix this?

MARIYAM FATIMA is an editor and writer from Delhi. Just like 
Khadija, she thought of changing her name and just like 
Khadija she decided to keep it. 

ISHA NAGAR is a visual artist and illustrator. She creates 
illustrations for children’s picture books, chapter books and 
YA readers. 

Get Hooked to Magic
Celebrate magic in our lives in strange and different forms! 

Cyrus the Whyrus! by Lavanya Karthik 

Illustrations by Priya Kuriyan

Cyrus has a lot of Whys! They buzz like 
bees, they graze like goats. They are driving 
everyone crazy! The whys must be stopped. 
But how?.

Who’s There? by Hansda Sowendra Sekhar  

Illustrations by Anupama Ajinkya Apte

The cats are mewing in panic. Strange voices 
are calling from the attic. Who’s there??

Gawa’s Bag of Good Regards by Anushka 
Ravishankar

Illustrations by Canato Jimo

Everyone asks, what do you want to be?  
But Gawa only knows what he wants to do.

I Won’t Wash My Hair by Aparna Kapur

Illustrations by Ogin Nayim

In Divya’s hair, you will find pencils, peanuts 
and paintbrushes! All because Divya refuses 
to wash her hair. But how long can she go on 
like this? 

In the same series In the same series

SERIES    Hook Books 

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹250

ISBN    9780143476795 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 
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Ages 7+

29

Ages 5+

D U C K B I L L  /  F e b r u a r y D U C K B I L L  /  M a r c h

Unlocked 
BALAJI VENKATARAMANAN 
Illustrations by TANVI BHAT
Nothing fascinates Ravi more than Grandpa’s magic box. What secrets does it hold?

BALAJI VENKATARAMANAN is an author from Chennai. His 
independent local bookstore is Words and Worths.

TANVI Bhat is a freelance illustrator who lives in Mumbai. 
She’s a self-taught artist who loves to draw for children’s 
books. 

The Pink Dress 
SHABNAM MINWALLA  
Illustrations by TANVI BHAT

Jump into reading through a Duckbill hOle!

All Kanmani wants is a pink dress. How hard could it be? But many hurdles lie in the  
way—angry principals, wrong phone numbers, a clever conman and a falling moon . . .

SHABNAM MINWALLA is an author from Mumbai. Her books— 
When Jiya Met Urmila, Saira Zariwala is Afraid, Murder at Daisy 
Apartments and The Six Spellmakers of Dorabji  
Street—have won prestigious awards. 

TANVI BHAT is a freelance illustrator who lives in Mumbai. 
She’s a self-taught artist who loves to draw for children’s 
books. 

In the same series In the same series

SERIES    hOle Books 

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    80/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9780143479031 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

SERIES    hOle Books 

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹250

ISBN    9780143478331 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 



30

Ages 7+

D U C K B I L L  /  M a r c h

A WhOle Lot of  Detective Stories 
VARIOUS 

Jump into reading through a Duckbill hOle!

There are mysteries afoot—but yay, there are also detectives who will solve these! 
Meet Nina, who uses her special powers to find the stolen silver owl; Nisha Small and 
Jamie, who have to find a missing wedding thaali, and Mira, who has to hunt down her 
grandfather’s purloined gold watch.

There a clues galore, and all kinds of villains, and some very clever thinking in this 
delightful collection of detecting unlimited.

A collection of stories by celebrated children’s authors and 
illustrators including SHABNAM MINWALLA, C.G. SALAMANDER, 
PAVITHRA SANKARAN, TANVI BHAT, RAJIV EIPE and VANDANA 
SINGH.

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    224/B&W

PRICE    ₹399

ISBN    9780143481775 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

In the same series
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