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Ages 9+

P U F F I N  /  J u l y

Young Readers & Middle Grade
SUPRITA DAS is a sports journalist and author of Shadow 
Fighter: A Biography of Sarita Devi and Free Hit: The Story 
of Women’s Cricket in India (HarperCollins India). During 
the 2025 Women’s World Cup, she worked on location 
as a Features Producer with the ICC, witnessing India’s 
history-making win on November 3 from the front row. 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    Demy/PB

PAGE EXTENT    232/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹450

ISBN    9789377309954 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Women in Blue: The Rise of  India’s World 
Cup-Winning Women’s Cricket Team
SUPRITA DAS
Cricket’s New Queens: Real Stories, Real Strength.

From dusty small-town fields and makeshift pitches, sixteen extraordinary women rise 
to cricketing glory through sheer talent, resilience and a shared dream. Meet trailblazers 
like Harmanpreet Kaur, Smriti Mandhana, Jemimah Rodrigues and Deepti Sharma—who 
battled scarce resources and sky-high odds to forge a team that powered India to its 
historic 2025 World Cup victory.

From a girl who disguised herself as her brother to play cricket to a world champion 
who first played the game with sticks and potatoes, this book is no stats sheet. Discover 
how these heroes overcame challenges, ignored the odds and achieved a triumph that 
inspired millions.

Vivid, action-packed and deeply inspiring, Women in Blue captures the sweat, the cheers 
and the sisterhood behind the greatest moment in Indian women’s cricket.
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Ages 12+

9

Ages 3+

P U F F I N  /  J u l y P U F F I N  /  A u g u s t

Once a lawyer by profession, MALLIKA 
RAVIKUMAR now writes books on Indian history, 
culture and nature. In her spare time, she 
enjoys learning about trees, and shares stories 
and snippets about trees on her YouTube 
channel, in a series entitled Tree Talk with 
Mallika Ravikumar. 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    360/B&W

PRICE    ₹399

ISBN    9789377306090 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

The State League
MALLIKA RAVIKUMAR
Illustrations by GOVINDA SAO
Committed to football. Committed to the nation.

Prithvi is back–older, sharper, and hungry to prove himself at Elite Sports F.C. When a glittering 
new youth league promises foreign scouts, European tours and IPL-style broadcasts, his 
dreams finally feel within reach.

But the beautiful game has a dark side. Matches are being fixed. Players are being groomed. 
And those in charge are looking away. As Prithvi fights to stay relevant, the ugly trail leads 
closer to home than he ever imagined. Meanwhile, his best friend on the team–a boy 
from Manipur–is at the centre of a national controversy, fracturing a bond that once felt 
unbreakable.

In a league where results can be decided before kick-off and ambition and loyalty are 
questioned, Prithvi faces a gut-wrenching choice: stay silent and chase the win, or risk 
everything to speak out?

PRATYUSHA L. KAMESWAR has loved reading and telling stories for as long as she can remember. Her writing journey 
began in 2013 when her short story was published in Femina, inspiring her to keep writing. When she isn’t writing, she 
edits textbooks, spends time with her three cats and family, and enjoys a good knock-knock joke.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    5 x 6 inches/Board Book

PAGE EXTENT    24/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹199

ISBN    9789377302900 

GENRE    Mythology 

TERRITORY    World 

My Little Book of  Onam
PRATYUSHA L. KAMESWAR 
Illustrations by SWARNAVO DATTA
Let’s dive into the diverse and colourful world of Indian festivals!

This charming board book explores the customs, traditions and stories behind the vibrant 
festival of Onam.

Immerse yourself in the traditional dances, boat races, cultural costumes and grand 
feasts that define the ten-day celebrations of Kerala’s harvest festival. Experience the 
magic of rituals, community and delicious food, and discover how festivals bring  
families and friends together.

In the same series
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Ages 3+

11P U F F I N  /  A u g u s t

NALINI RAMACHANDRAN‘S works for young readers cover a variety of subjects and styles-from a textbook on history 
to tales of horror and mystery; from a graphic novel cum biography to narratives from mythology; from legend and 
lore to humour and more. To know more about her work, visit www.authornalini.com.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    5 x 6 inches/Board Book

PAGE EXTENT    28/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹199

ISBN    9789377301491 

GENRE    Mythology 

TERRITORY    World 

My Little Book of  Dashavatara
NALINI RAMACHANDRAN 
Illustrations by RAJESH NAGULAKONDA
Let’s dive into the vast and wonderful world of Hindu mythology!

Meet Vishnu, the beloved blue deity,

Whose ten brave avataras protect all humanity.

With charming illustrations and simple language, this short tale about the Dashavatara 
will entertain and delight.

In the same series

Ages 5+

P U F F I N  /  J u l y

SUDHA MURTY is a bestselling author with more than three hundred titles to her acclaim.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/HB

PAGE EXTENT    216/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹799

ISBN    9789377301484 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World  

My First Sudha Murty Stories
SUDHA MURTY
A special bind-up edition of much-loved chapter books by bestselling author Sudha 
Murty!

From India’s favourite storyteller comes a delightful bind-up of charming chapter books.

Filled with magical adventures, memorable characters and heartwarming tales, this 
volume brings together some of Sudha Murty’s most beloved stories in one beautiful 
edition. Wonder-filled, timeless, and full of warmth, this is the perfect collection for young 
readers discovering the joy of stories.
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Ages 9+

P U F F I N  /  A u g u s t

AREFA TEHSIN is the author of several fiction and non-fiction books, and writes columns and articles for various 
dailies and magazines. To know more about her writing, visit www.arefatehsin.com. 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    248/B&W

PRICE    ₹399

ISBN    9789377301644 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Wild Next Door
AREFA TEHSIN 
Your backyard is buzzing—meet the wild, weird and wonderful neighbours you never 
noticed.

Grab your explorer hat and magnifying glass—your home and garden are packed with tiny oddballs 
and mighty misfits! Meet porch-loving hornets, wall-munching termites, shiny skinks sunbathing in 
the sun, poop-rolling beetles, glowing fireflies, rainbow-coloured guppies, and even a fish that seems 
to know how to walk.

Some of these critters work hard, some are champion nappers, some have long sticky tongues, 
and some can smell your breath before dropping by for a tiny sip of blood. You’ll also discover 
earthworms with many hearts, a bird that keeps a ridiculously messy nest, and a flatworm that can 
grow back if it’s cut in half. 

Funny, fascinating and full of surprises, this is your ticket to the secret world of creatures living right 
beside you.

Ages 7+

P U F F I N  /  A u g u s t

PARVATI SHARMA is a Delhi-based author. Her debut was a collection of short stories called The Dead Camel and 
Other Stories of Love. She has also written a novel, Close to Home; a historical biography, Jahangir: An Intimate Portrait 
of a Great Mughal; and two books for children, The Story of Babur and Rattu & Poorie’s Adventures in History: 1857.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    112/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹399

ISBN    9789377301651 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Rattu & Poorie’s Adventures in History:  
Animals in Art  
PARVATI SHARMA 
Illustrations by MEGHNA MENON
Join Rattu and Poorie on brand-new adventures through India’s past!

Rattu and Poorie are having perfectly ordinary days: a quiet afternoon at home, a long car ride to the beach 
and a lazy morning in the park with Papa and Roundy the cat. But ordinary days never stay ordinary for long.

A magical hunting hound appears beside Poorie’s bed to tell the tale of an ancient hero stone. A dignified 
bull, a mysterious unicorn and an enigmatic tiger arrive from the Indus Valley civilization with stories hidden 
in undeciphered seals. And in a lakeside park, a gloomy dodo and two lovestruck saras cranes step out of 
Emperor Jahangir’s menagerie to speak of memory, art and all the creatures the world must not forget.

So begin Rattu and Poorie’s grand adventures through India’s past, and their encounters with heroic dogs, 
ancient seals, imperial birds and animals whose stories still survive in art.

In the same series In the same series
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Ages 8+

15

Ages 8+

P U F F I N  /  S e p t e m b e r P U F F I N  /  S e p t e m b e r

RUSKIN BOND has written over 500 short-
stories, essays and novellas and more 
than fifty books for children.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/Box set

PAGE EXTENT    688/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹999

ISBN    9789377305253 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

The Ruskin Bond All-time Favourite  
Collection for Children
RUSKIN BOND
Three beloved Ruskin Bond classics in one collectible box set—filled with timeless 
stories of adventure, friendship, nature and the magic of childhood.

Step into the warm, magical world of Ruskin Bond—where friendships blossom, nature unfolds 
its beauty, and endless adventures await.

This beautifully curated box set brings together three beloved bestselling classics: All-Time 
Favourite Stories for Children, All-Time Favourite Nature Stories for Children and All-Time 
Favourite Friendship Stories for Children. Perfect for reading, sharing, gifting and treasuring 
for years to come, this special collectible captures the wonder, curiosity and joy of childhood 
through the eyes of one of India’s most cherished storytellers.

VIBHA BATRA is an author, poet, advertising consultant, graphic novelist, lyricist, translator, playwright, scriptwriter, 
travel writer, columnist, speaker and creative writing mentor. She has published twenty-four books—many of  
which have won prestigious awards, bestseller tags and readers’ hearts. 

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    Short B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    160/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9789377301545 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Surf ’s Up!
VIBHA BATRA
Waves, wits and a whole lot of heart! 

Nine-year-old Stella Vijai loves two things: her seaside village of Corolam and surfing the wild, 
whispering waves. But when families start leaving for ‘better lives’, Corolam begins shrinking, and 
Stella refuses to let her home disappear.

She hatches a brilliant plan—the first-ever Corolam Beach Festival—to bring visitors, vendors 
and hopeful new beginnings. Now Stella must wrangle sceptical adults, outsmart a bully who 
sabotages their efforts, and face a sudden fear of the sea that threatens her confidence and the 
whole festival.

With a grumpy old fisherman muttering ‘Disaster!’, Stella and her friends race to turn the tide, 
mend old rifts and prove that home is worth fighting for. Will Corolam be saved—or wiped out?



16

Ages 9+

Young Adult

P U F F I N  /  S e p t e m b e r

VARSHA SESHAN is a children’s book writer 
based in Pune, India with over a dozen books 
to her name. Her books have been shortlisted 
for the Neev Book Award 2021, the Singapore 
Book Award 2019 and the Scholastic Asian 
Book Award 2018 and 2016.

IMPRINT    Puffin 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    192/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9789377301521 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    Indian Subcontinent 

The Book Ghosts
VARSHA SESHAN 
Illustrations by SAHITYA RANI
Secrets, sabotage, story time! 

Fiercely bonded by their love of reading, the anxious Jay Bhojwani, sharp-witted Saumya 
Rao, composed Twisha Tandon, energetic Yuvi Rathi and curious newcomer Zeenat 
have one mission: to make reading accessible to all! But when sabotage and a vicious 
defamation campaign follow them, they find one particular aspiring middle-school 
sports captain at the centre of it all: Akshat Das.

Follow along as they break into libraries to sneak ‘silly’ books onto the shelves, organize a 
banned-book trivia contest, and discover what makes reading so magical.
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Ages 13+

P U F F I N  /  J u l y

CHANDAN DESHMUKH is a thirty-something TEDx speaker, an electronics and communication engineer by chance 
and a SAP basis engineer by profession. Chandan’s continual public embarrassments in parent-teacher meetings, 
combined with his never-ending self-doubt in his career, led him to research hacks and best practices that people 
can easily apply in their daily lives. His first love is theatre. When he was a child, he acted in a Kannada movie and 
a TV serial. When he is not frightening his family with weird philosophies, he is likely to be swimming, travelling or 
bungee jumping. 

IMPRINT    Penguin 

FORMAT    B/B&W 

PAGE EXTENT    216/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9789377300289 

GENRE    Non-fiction

TERRITORY    Indian Subcontinent  

How to Survive Student Life
CHANDAN DESHMUKH
Marks matter. But your mindset matters more.

Most students don’t figure out life.

They stumble into it—sleep-deprived, distracted, running on last-minute panic.

This book is about to change that.

In How to Survive Student Life, Chandan Deshmukh offers a practical, no-nonsense guide 
to navigating academics, habits and the bigger question: What am I doing with my life?

Blending ancient learning principles with modern science, he shows us why real learning 
still comes down to time, attention and discipline. 

DUCKBILL



Young Readers & 
Middle Grade

Ages 5+

21D U C K B I L L  /  J u l y

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹250

ISBN    9789377301767 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

SERIES    Hook Book

Blue
DEVASHISH MAKHIJA
Illustrations by SATWIK GADE
It’s not a book, it’s a hook!

It is the annual kite festival. Bhim wants to be part of it—and he is, though not quite as he 
expected to be.

DEVASHISH MAKHIJA has written the collection of short stories Forgetting, the YA novel Oonga, the children’s picture 
books When All Became Bajrangbali, Why Paploo Was Perplexed, We Are the Dancing Forest, and Go Go Flamingo, 
two collections of poems Bewilderness and Occupying Silence.

SATWIK GADE is a writer, comics artist, political cartoonist and award-winning children’s book illustrator who 
believes in the power of art to build resilient and sustainable communities. 

In the same series



23D U C K B I L L  /  A u g u s t22

Ages 5+

D U C K B I L L  /  A u g u s t

SIDDHESH GAUTAM is a Delhi-based artist, designer, poet, dreamer, treasure hunter, fallen angel, soul searcher and 
an Ambedkarite. He spends his days drawing, dreaming and looking for stories hidden in ordinary things.

The Day I Crossed the Ramganga
SIDDESH GAUTAM
It’s not a book; it’s a hook!

A boy wants to visit his father’s office. But between them lies the mighty Ramganga river. 
How will he find the courage to cross the river?

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    40/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹250

ISBN    9789377301514 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

SERIES    Hook Book

In the same series

Ages 8+

THE CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY FOLKLORE (CCF) is 
committed to preserving, promoting, and celebrating 
India’s rich and diverse folk heritage. At CCF, folklore is 
understood not as a static remnant of the past but as a 
living, evolving tradition that continues to shape cultural 
identities. Through research, documentation and sustained 
engagement with communities, CCF seeks to ensure that 
these stories, practices and traditions remain vibrant and 
accessible for generations to come.

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    Demy/HB

PAGE EXTENT    432/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹1499

ISBN    9789377304911 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

Earth Tales: Folklore About India’s Nature, 
Wildlife and Environment
THE CENTRE FOR CONTEMPORARY FOLKLORE
A one-of-a-kind illustrated collection of Indian folk tales from every corner of the country.

The folk stories of India are often told by people who live close to the land. And in them, 
the mountains and forests and birds and animals are an integral part of everyday life 
and as much characters as humans. 
In this delightful collection, there are tales from every state and union territory in the 
country, from the many tribes and communities for whom India is home. All the stories 
are gorgeously illustrated in traditional art styles derived from areas in which the stories 
originate. And in reading this book, we not only celebrate the colour and diversity of the 
country we live in, but also the age-old challenges and bonds that bind us to nature and 
to one another. 



25

Ages 5+

D U C K B I L L  /  S e p t e m b e r24

Ages 10+

D U C K B I L L  /  A u g u s t

VIBHA BATRA is an author, graphic novelist, advertising consultant, poet, lyricist, translator, playwright, script writer, 
travel writer, columnist, speaker and creative writing mentor. She has published more than twenty-three books, 
many of which have won prestigious awards, bestseller tags and readers’ hearts.

An Awakening in Awadh 
VIBHA BATRA
Lucknow, 1942

World War II is raging, Bhai is going away, Qaisar himself may be possessed by a ghost, 
and Abba has banned him from dressing up as Queen Victoria for the new play he is 
writing—Qaisar’s life is descending into chaos.

Abba believes that the British are good for India, and Qaisar has no reason to disagree. 
But as the Quit India movement rapidly gathers momentum and unexpected events 
threaten to imperil his family, Qaisar finds himself playing a role he had never dreamt of 
writing . . .

The Songs of Freedom series explores the lives of children across India during the 
struggle for independence.

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    144/B&W

PRICE    ₹250

ISBN    9789377301668 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

SERIES    Songs of Freedom

In the same series In the same series

A collection of stories by celebrated children’s authors and 
illustrators including LAVANYA KARTHIK, C.G. SALAMANDER, 
NATASHA SHARMA, ASHA NEHEMIAH, AINDRI C., SONAL GUPTA and 
CHETAN SHARMA.

Get Hooked to Laughter

IMPRINT    Duckbill  

FORMAT    B/HB  

PAGE EXTENT    168/Full-colour

PRICE    ₹599

ISBN    9789377302948   

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    Indian Subcontinent 

SERIES    Hook Book

Wet Paint by Asha Nehemiah

Illustrations by CHETAN SHARMA

Aman is to paint a mural on the new hospital 
when disaster strikes. Can he and Paru, the 
mason’s daughter, save the day? Will the 
townsfolk get the mural of their dreams?    

Celebrate the laughter that fills our world 
with joy!

Homework by Lavanya Karthik

Miss gave us some homework: collect an 
egg, keep it warm, keep it safe and watch it 
hatch. How could it turn out so badly?

Biji’s in the Kitchen! by Natasha Sharma 

Illustrations by SONAL GUPTA

Slimy bhindi curry, anyone? Biji is freestyle 
and fun. But when she is in the kitchen, 
everyone, beware!

Moodunnit by C.G. Salamander

Illustrations by ANDRI C.

The vegetables from Ammu’s parents’ cart have 
disappeared! Who could have stolen them? 
Amma and Appa are sure the thief must have 
come in a helicopter. But Ammu, following a trail 
left by the thief, finds some very strange clues . . .     



Ages 7+

D U C K B I L L  /  S e p t e m b e r

Ages 7+

D U C K B I L L  /  S e p t e m b e r 2726

AREFA TEHSIN is the author of several fiction and non-fiction books, and writes columns and articles for various 
dailies and magazines. To know more about her writing, visit www.arefatehsin.com.

PRIYA KURIYAN is an independent animation film maker and illustrator based in Delhi. She has directed educational 
films for the Sesame Street show (Galli Galli Sim Sim) and has also codirected a short animation film for the CFSI.

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    80/B&W

PRICE    ₹299

ISBN    9789377301552 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

The Biggest Little Birthday
AREFA TEHSIN 
Illustrations by PRIYA KURIYAN 
Jump into reading through a Duckbill hOle!

Faizu wants just one thing—to blow out the candles on a birthday cake of his own. But 
in Jugnu Nagar, birthdays are a distant dream. Can Shabbo, his big sister, pull off a little 
magic?

SERIES    hOle Book

In the same series

SHALINI SRINIVASAN likes animals, walks and nonsense. Her first novel, Vanamala and the Cephalopod is a 
Crossword Book Award nominee and was featured in the prestigious White Ravens international catalogue.

IMPRINT    Duckbill 

FORMAT    B/PB

PAGE EXTENT    504/B&W

PRICE    ₹499

ISBN    9789377301507 

GENRE    Fiction

TERRITORY    World 

A Forest Calls
SHALINI SRINIVASAN
Forest time is not human time. Forests dream and wake to different rhythms from us. 

When Raksha moves to Basavakere at the edge of a wakening forest, she finds a magnificent library, 

an exciting new quest, and peculiar new maybe—friends. But Savitha seems to prefer studying to 

adventuring, and Pol is oddly cagey, especially about the forest. Also cagey: the other new resident, a 

visitor from the past who is sometimes canine, sometimes human and always mysterious.

When he is kidnapped, Savitha, Pol, and Raksha must brave many dangers, known and unknown to 

rescue him—steel-limbed ukkukai, strange oceanic beasts, vengeful monarchs, the Creepy Corps, 

parents, times past and present, board exams, the vast grasping forest, and, looming closer and closer, 

the future.

An utterly fantastical and magical story, A Forest Calls will touch a chord deep within every reader.
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